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nership with the university, the success of the
relationship thus far was celebrated. Launching the programme, Dr Aidan Thomson, director of the new BA in Music at NUI Galway,
highlighted the ongoing impact that GMR and
ConTempo Quartet have not only on campus,
but throughout Galway City and County. The
evening also saw performances from ConTempo Quartet and our first ever junior Apprentice
Ensemble, the Voldemort Quartet. This event
was kindly sponsored by Woodberry Wines
and Masterchefs Hospitality.

Happy New Year!
The Galway Music Residency (GMR) would
like to wish all of its audience members and
supporters a very happy and healthy New
Year! GMR promises a musical 2019 with a full
programme of exciting events. Our January–
June brochure is now available and we look
forward to seeing you at our upcoming events.
Now that the decorations are packed away
and resolutions made (and broken!), let’s take
a look back at some of the highlights of our activities over the past 6 months.

Events
Ballinasloe Strings Festival

On Bastille Day (14 July 2018), GMR presented ConTempo Quartet as part of the Ballinasloe Strings Festival. The festival celebrated
all things strings, and GMR was delighted to
support this initiative for the second year in a
row. ConTempo and guitarist John Feeley performed a varied French and Spanish programme of solo and collaborative performances to a full house.

ConTempo Quartet with Voldemort String Quartet at
GMR’s Autumn launch

Lunchtimes with ConTempo

On Tuesday 4 September 2018 in St. Nicholas
Collegiate Church, GMR launched an ambitious 3-year lunchtime concert series entitled
From Europe with Love celebrating the shared
musical heritage of the European Union. Exploring the string quartet repertoire of each of
the 27 EU member countries, ConTempo beg-

Autumn Launch

GMR launched its September – December
Programme of Events on Tuesday 28 August
in the O’Donoghue Centre for Drama, Theatre
& Performance, NUI Galway. One year on
from the announcement of its five-year part1

an their journey during autumn 2018 with repertoire from France, the Netherlands, Malta
and the Czech Republic.
Each concert featured an introduction by a native of the celebrated nation. We were delighted to welcome Fabienne Hardy of Rouge Restaurant to introduce France, GMR General
Manager Maeve Bryan to introduce the Netherlands, Visual Artist Vicki Crowley to introduce Malta and Honourable Ambassador Petr
Kynštetr to introduce the Czech Republic.
GMR was delighted to partner with Busker
Brownes on this series to offer our audience discounted post-concert meals.
From Europe with Love continues on Tuesday
5 February at 1.10pm with a trip to Italy! As
always, admission to these events is free and
donations are welcome.

Ingrid of ConTempo Quartet reaching for the stars on Culture
Night!

NUI Galway Open Day

On Saturday 6 October 2018, GMR and ConTempo Quartet teamed up with Dr Aidan
Thomson, the director of the new BA in Music,
for a taster workshop during NUI Galway’s
Open Day. Galway music enthusiasts have
another chance to take part in a public workshop, getting a behind the scenes look at studying music in Galway, on Saturday 6 April
2019 at 2pm in the O’Donoghue Centre at
NUI Galway.

ConTempo Quartet with Czech Ambassador Petr Kynštetr

Culture night

For the third year in a row, GMR partnered
with NUI Galway's staff and students on 21
September 2018 to bring Galway audiences a
very special lunchtime event for Culture Night,
this year with the theme of 'space'. Exploring
outer space and the space around us, the audience was treated to an array of artistic mediums including music, sculpture and drama on
a trail through the O'Donoghue Centre for Drama, Theatre & Performance.

The General Live

On Tuesday 30 October, GMR collaborated
with the Huston School of Film & Digital Media for a second Halloween silent film event –
Buster Keaton’s The General. With an insightful introduction from Dr Tony Tracey of the
Huston School on the history of silent film,
ConTempo performed a score composed in
1999 by French specialist Baudime Jam to ac2

company the classic 1926 film. ConTempo
brought the house down in this sold out show,
staged in the O'Donoghue Centre at NUI Galway, demonstrating the power of cross-art
form collaboration.

borne back ceaselessly into the past, which
was commissioned by the Galway Music Residency and Galway City Council Arts Office for
the ConTempo Quartet in 2018.
Both events were chaired by Linda O’Shea
Farren of CMC and GMR is delighted to continue its partnership with this vital Irish organisation.

ConTempo & Helen Gregg Performing Haydn: The Seven
Last Words of Christ

Composer Greg Caffrey with Galway City Council Arts Officer, James Harrold at the World Premiere of borne back
ceaselessly into the past

ConTempo Quartet with Maeve Bryan, General Manager of
GMR, and Dr Tony Tracey, Acting Head of the Houston
School of Film & Digital Media at The General Live!

3 Saturdays: 3 Kinds of Music

GMR’s cross-genre series 3 Saturdays: 3
Kinds of Music was back in The Mick Lally
Theatre on 17 & 24 November and 15 December 2018 with guest curator Matthew Berrill
who prepared three tasting menus of classical,
contemporary, jazz, trad and folk music.

Music & Musings

In November 2018, GMR presented a third
season of Music & Musings in association with
the Contemporary Music Centre (CMC). We
found a new home in The Mick Lally Theatre
for this season as we welcomed Rhona Clarke
and Greg Caffrey as our featured composers.
Thursday 8 November saw the Galway premiere of a new work by Clarke entitled Edge,
commissioned by Music Network in 2017. This
was paired with another work by Clarke composed for ConTempo Quartet almost ten years
ago entitled Pas de Quatre, which was paired
with visuals by artist Marie Hanlon. This concert was dedicated to the memory of GMR
board member Chris Coughlan who sadly
passed away in 2018.

ConTempo Quartet, Mary McPartlan, Garry O Briain and Matthew Berrill performing at 3 Saturdays: 3 Kinds of Music

Music & Musings concluded on Friday 23 November with the World Premiere of Caffrey’s
new work entitled String Quartet No. 4 …
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Throughout the series, ConTempo Quartet
were joined by an eclectic array of guests including Floriane Blancke (harp/ vocals), Matt
Jacobson, Colm, O’Hara, Derek Whyte and
Matthew Berrill (jazz quartet), Anna Mullarkey
(voice & electronics), Aengus Hackett & Tommy Halferty (guitar duo), Mary McPartlan
(vocals) with Garry O Briain (guitar), the Paul
McClure trad trio and special appearances by
John Caulfield (voice) and our own Maeve Bryan (double bass).

Oughterard (16 December). ConTempo presented programmes filled with festive favourites to local audiences and were joined by special local guests. GMR looks forward to visiting
Ballinasloe (12 February, 16 May), Athenry
(24 March) and Loughrea (13 April) this spring.

Education
Apprentice Ensemble Programme

The Apprentice Ensemble Programme is rooted in GMR’s commitment to community and
education projects and provides advanced instrumental students and young professionals
an opportunity to further their experience of
ensemble playing. It offers frequent mentoring
sessions with ConTempo Quartet and performing opportunities to emerging, talented performing groups.

This series was kindly sponsored by LK
Shields Solicitors.
3 Saturdays: 3 Kinds of Music returns on Saturday 16 February 2019.

In June 2018, GMR announced that four new
Apprentice Ensembles had been accepted onto the Apprentice Ensemble Programme.
Since then, Incantato String Quartet, Euterpe
Wind Quintet, Clarinet and Piano duo Dina
Ryan and Aoife Moran, and Voldemort String
Quartet have been working hard with ConTempo during regular mentorship sessions.

Dr John Kenny with ConTempo Quartet at Letters of Note

Letters of Note

On 6 December 2018 in the Aula Maxima, NUI
Galway, ConTempo Quartet joined Dr John
Kenny, students of the MA in Writing and special guests for Letters of Note - an invigorating
evening, exploring creativity through literature
and music. Several students of the MA indulged us with their written reflections of pieces they explored with ConTempo during a series of workshops prior to this event. Read
more about this in the Education section!

ConTempo Countywide

Continuing our commitment to bringing performances to Galway county, we rounded off
2018 with two ConTempo Countywide Christmas concerts, in Ballygar (14 December) and

Apprentices Dina & Aoife working with Emma Johnson

In addition the Apprentice Ensembles had the
opportunity to work with the wonderful Emma
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Johnson who was visiting as part of Music for
Galway’s International Concert season. We’re
delighted to be partnering with Music for Galway to bring more opportunities like this to our
Apprentices in 2019.

GMR has long dreamed of — a BA in Music.
26 students from throughout Ireland, with Dr
Aidan Thomson at the helm, have just completed the first semester of this brand new degree. GMR was delighted to work with Dr
Thomson over the past number of months devising workshops for the students built around
live performance in the classroom. ConTempo
Quartet brought the students’ scores to life and
provided the musician’s perspective in discussions about composers, techniques, composition and more.

Our Apprentice Ensembles were busy on
stage as part of the programme in 2018.
Voldemort String Quartet charmed attendees
at a special Baboró evening event on 18 October, while Incantato String Quartet performed
two recitals as part of Galway’s Architecture at
the Edge Festival on 20 October.

The BA programme was officially launched on
9 October 2018 in the Aula Maxima at NUI
Galway. Dr Aidan Thomson, director of the
programme, composer Dr Jane O’Leary, and
Dean of Arts, Social Sciences and Celtic Studies, Professor Cathal O’Donoghue spoke at
the launch providing the context that emphasises the importance of this moment in Galway's cultural history. To close the evening,
ConTempo Quartet and Galway uilleann piper
Pádraig Keane performed a repertoire that
brought the attendees of the launch on a journey from traditional music to classical string
quartet repertoire.

You can see all four of these immensely talented Apprentice Ensembles perform on Sunday
27th January 2019 at 3pm for their Winter
Recital and on Wednesday 24th April at 1pm
2019 as part of Music for Galway’s Lunchtime
Concert Series (sponsored by SAP) in partnership with NUI Galway’s Arts in Action initiative.
Both concerts will take place in the Emily Anderson Concert Hall, NUI Galway and are free.

BA in Music at NUI Galway

GMR looks forward to continuing work with Dr
Thomson in 2019.

ConTempo in the classroom with Dr Aidan Thomson, director of the BA in Music at NUI Galway.

GMR has worked closely with NUI Galway
since its earliest beginnings, collaborating and
creating together. This association has grown
and developed over the past 15 years, and
was solidified in August 2017 with a 5-year Education Partnership. September 2018 saw the
beginning of something both NUI Galway and

Dr Aidan Thomson, ConTempo, Padraic Keane and composer Amanda Feery

Creative Writing at NUI Galway

Continuing its long-standing partnership with
the MA in Writing at NUI Galway, ConTempo
worked with the students during two workshops in October and November 2018, explor5

ing the links between music and literature, the
written word and sound. The emphasis this semester was on creating new work as a response to the music featured. A number of
these works featured in a beautiful event Letters of Note on 6 December 2018 in the Aula
Maxima. The students of the MA read their
original works of poetry, prose and non-fiction
alongside performances by ConTempo of the
music that inspired them.

ConTempo Quartet in workshop with Leaving Cert Students.

GMR will present Leaving Cert workshops on
Gerald Barry’s Piano Quartet no. 1 on 8 and 9
March 2019 followed by a public performance
— What even is Contemporary Irish Music? —
at 7pm on 9 March in the Emily Anderson Concert Hall. Contact us for more information.

Sym-phonic Waves
Author Mike McCormack, a teacher on the MA programme,
speaking at Letters of Note

NUI Galway Concert Orchestra

The Galway ConTempo Quartet continued to
work with the NUI Galway Concert Orchestra
during the autumn 2018 semester. Through
sectional tutorials and orchestral rehearsals
the quartet assisted the orchestra in developing a beautiful concert repertoire for their winter recital on 1 December. ConTempo will continue to work with the orchestra in 2019.

Leaving Cert Workshop

ConTempo with conductor Jimmy Cavanagh

On Tuesday 27 November 2018, ConTempo
Quartet provided a workshop to 60 Leaving
Cert Music students from six schools in Galway City and County. This workshop, which
focused on the aural skills requirements of the
Leaving Cert syllabus took place in the Dominican College, Taylors Hill and was attended by
students from Coláiste Einde, Coláiste Iognaid,
Coláiste Croi Mhuire Spiddal, Calasanctius
College Oranmore and Presentation College
Tuam.

GMR continues to work with the new youth orchestra for the West of Ireland—Symphonic
Waves. Since July 2018, the orchestra has
been under the baton of Royal Irish Academy
of Music’s Jimmy Cavanagh. ConTempo
worked with Jimmy, a long time friend, on a
number of monthly rehearsals developing ensemble performances, technique and musicianship. GMR looks forward to continuing this
collaboration in 2019.
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Lifelong Learning Book Club

In autumn 2018, GMR embarked on a new
project in partnership with the Westside, Ballybane and City Libraries: a book club project for
library communities in Galway who want to explore the written word in a new way. ConTempo Quartet and participants are exploring Fermata, a collection of poetry about music, illustrating the poems with performance. The project has been incredibly rewarding for all involved and continues this spring, expanding on
what participants have discovered so far.
Composer Ed Bennett

GMR Appoints Administration
Assistant

In September 2018, GMR appointed Julie
Seagrave as Administration Assistant. Julie,
who is an experienced Arts administrator most
recently hailing from the Galway Community
Circus, will carry out general administration as
well as administer specific initiatives such as
GMR’s Apprentice Ensemble Programme and
Friends Scheme. Of the appointment, General
Manager Maeve Bryan said: “We are delighted
to welcome Julie to the GMR family. We wish
her the very best in this new role and look forward to working with her.

ConTempo and the Lifelong Learning Book Club

GMR News

GMR Announces Commission

Following a call for submissions last September, composer Ed Bennett has been selected
by the Galway Music Residency (GMR) and
Galway City Council Arts Office to compose a
new work for the ConTempo Quartet.

GMR Welcomes Board Members

In October 2018, GMR welcomed three new
members to its board of directors: Keith
Warnock (previously of NUI Galway), Linda
O’Shea Farren (of the Contemporary Music
Centre) and Marie Kerrigan (of Dominican College, Taylor’s Hill). Of the new members, Chair
of the Board Michael Cuddy said: “Keith, Linda
and Marie are very welcome additions to the
GMR team. We look forward to working with
them over the coming years and learning from
their varied expertise and skills”

The work is being commissioned as part of a
three-year initiative (2018-2020) led by the
Galway City Council Arts Office and GMR.
Bennett’s composition will be premiered by the
Galway ConTempo Quartet during Music &
Musings in November 2019. This series, in association with the Contemporary Music Centre
aims to present Galway audiences with new
music of the highest quality, in an informal yet
intimate setting, promoting discussion with musicians, composers and audience members.

New Chair of Artistic Committee

GMR is very lucky to have an active and passionate Artistic Committee working behind the
scenes to produce performance and education
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programmes of the highest standard. Board
member Jane O’Leary has chaired this committee for the past four years leading GMR in
achieving some of its greatest collaborations
and initiatives yet. While remaining on the
team, Jane recently passed the baton to John
Caulfield. John has been a member of the
committee since 2015 and has always been an
advocate for artistic ambition and interesting
collaborations. GMR is delighted to see him at
the helm and look forward to the fruits of his
labour in 2019. A new addition to the artistic
team is Matthew Berrill. Matthew, who has curated the past two 3 Saturdays: 3 Kinds of Music series is a tremendous asset to the team
and will no doubt bring an interesting perspective to the GMR’s work going forward.

Become Our Friend
Over the past 15 years GMR has been
very fortunate to have garnered a loyal
group of Friends who continue to support
our events and education programmes.
Without them, what we do would not be
possible.
In 2019, we hope to expand our family! If
you would like help us ignite a love of music in the people of Galway why not check
out our website or contact us on:
info@thegalwaymusicresidency.ie/
support or 091 586706.

The Galway Music Residency
Igniting and sustaining a love of music in the people of Galway...
Board Members
Michael Cuddy (Chair)
Peter Allen
Sally Coyle
Marie Kerrigan
Patrick Lonergan
Jane O’Leary
Linda O’Shea Farren
Sara Stewart
Keith Warnock

Staff
Maeve Bryan, General Manager
Julie Seagrave, Administration Assistant
The Galway ConTempo Quartet
Bogdan Sofei, violin I
Ingrid Nicola, violin II
Andreea Banciu, viola
Adrian Mantu, cello

The Galway Music Residency is supported by

Contact Us
T: +353 91 586706 E: info:@thegalwaymusicresidency.ie
W: www.thegalwaymusicresidency.ie
A: NUI Galway| Riverside Terrapin | Distillery Road | Lower Newcastle |Galway
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